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Increasingly, higher education institutions are embracing new teaching models and 
are moving away from the traditional classroom environment. Instead of a top-
down dissemination of academic information, colleges and universities are utilizing 
more collaborative methods where students engage with each other as well as the 
instructor in real world scenarios. The lone professor will be replaced by a team of 
coaches from vastly different fields. Tidy 
lectures will be supplanted by messy 
real-world challenges. Instead of parking 
themselves in a lecture hall for hours, 
students will work in collaborative spaces, 
where future doctors, lawyers, business 
leaders, engineers, journalists and artists 
learn to integrate their different approaches 
to problem solving and innovate together. 
This pedology has been facilitated by 
the surge in technologies available for 
information gathering and communication 
in many different teaching arenas.

Community colleges are no exception to 
this trend and is actively pursuing these 
initiatives in order to enhance its relevance 
to students in the area for their tertiary 
education and in many instances as a springboard for transfer to universities. The 
different Delivery Systems which constitute a “blended” or “hybrid” learning approach 
reflect the kind of instructional choices that the college believes is appropriate, most 
effective and efficient for a particular audience. 

For Mid Michigan Community College, this initiative has been coupled with the 
process of transferring their Mount Pleasant programs from a limited existing campus 
to a new physical campus, with potential for ongoing expansion. This is providing 
a unique opportunity to shape the built environment to suit their current goals and 
future educational delivery methods.

The primary educational strategy is to provide a blended learning environment by 
utilizing varied physical arrangements, and maximizing on the incorporation of the 
array of available technologies.

Hobbs+Black is working with MMCC on a variety of projects at both their Mt. 
Pleasant and Harrison Campuses. Two projects in particular are the recently opened 
new Student Services Center and the proposed Liberal Arts and Business Building, 
currently in design.
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In responding to the College’s educational delivery strategy, our primary objective is 
flexibility.

 > Flexibility in the use of the designed spaces
 > Flexibility in the adaptation of these spaces to new opportunities.

Informal Interaction Spaces
Extended Learning Spaces serve to expand the available square footage for active 
learning in both new building construction and renovations. Through creative use 
of hallways niches, lobby space and areas near building columns/support – space 
should be assigned for collaborative project-based work and group learning. Spaces 
like there are increasing in numbers across campus, and are in high demand by 
students. 
Nodes are provided along the hallways, with seating, tablets, power and data, for one 
to three individuals to interact by modulating the width relative to classroom shape 
and doorway entries. Larger areas are provided for groups of four to six students to 
gather, either in glassed break-out rooms, or open more public zones, differentiated 
by color and texture, or floor coverings. These areas would enjoy a variety of seating 
types, all mobile, for flexible arrangements and groupings for collaboration or social 
interaction.

Beyond the classroom, spaces are provided for collaborative or individual study, 
combined with opportunities for social interaction, enhancing the student’s 
experience on campus. More students retained on campus during the day leads to a 
more active environment with further opportunities for interaction and growth. 

Classroom with moveable desks for flexible 
learning environment.

Classroom with “hidden” computer 
monitirs allowing for flexible use.
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Node space with full power and data 
connection fosters collaborative learning 
between class time.

This objective supports not only the 
College’s need to utilize multiple types 
of physical arrangements, but also the 
need to optimize the spacial utilization 
of the building relative to the current 
pressured financial environment.

These informal opportunities 
foster greater inter-disciplinary 
communication, which provides 
diverse engagement and potential 
for real world scenarios and problem 
solving laterally. Students using 
students as valuable additional 
resources - maximizes potential for 
innovation.

Classroom Space Attributes:
Spaces in general and classrooms in particular, are designed from the inside out 
- starting with the range of functions to be accommodated. Classrooms should be 
developed from the “inside out”. The conventional method of designing the room 
first then filling it- usually leads to an inefficient layout, poor sightlines and reduced 
seating capacity. The following items should be considered when creating a new 
classroom:

 > Determine the number and size of screens required based on the seating 
capacity, type of room, display needs, and teaching style.

 > Determine the general location, size and orientation of screens, whiteboards, and 
seating space.

 > Ensure the instructor area meets the minimum dimensions required.
 > Draw viewing angles from each screen and ensure that all student seating falls 

within the viewing area.
 > Determine the width and depth base on the proposed seating space guidelines
 > Determine the location and size of aisles
 > THEN decide where the walls should be located.

As part of the overall blended learning strategy, the classrooms need to support 
different teaching arrangements.
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Selection of furniture types determines the ultimate flexibility in learning arrangements, from traditional to collaborative. The 
architectural space then provides the most efficient envelope for these multiple arrangements. Technology provision in this space 
then needs to support these multiple layouts, as well as providing access to the internet, media and multiple communication 
modes. The instructor can move around the room with a smart tablet that permits operation of various media, from anywhere in 
the room, untethered.

Space Design Considerations
 > Inviting color and differences in floor coverings can be used to define the areas
 > Moveable furniture typically includes 4 to 5 comfortable soft-seating chairs with tablet arm.
 > A small table (on wheels) to hold a laptop with paperwork, or a wireless keyboard and mouse
 > A wall or pole mounted plasma (or LCD display) offers real estate for display of project-based work or for group learning 

before and after class
 > Interactive overlay on display allows for annotation and touch control
 > Flexible chairs and tables are on wheels, so students and faculty can move the furniture to best facilitate their activity.
 > Conduit for data, power
 > Mounting of display can be blocking for wall mounted display (or) poles that run floor to ceiling. Examples of both are shown 

in the picture illustrations.
 > Dedicated computer with SMART software to drive board compatibility
 > The visibility and high traffic in collaborative spaces make these spaces popular with building occupants, and an important 

element in new construction or renovation programming.

The objective is to provide an architecture that facilitates the challenge for the school, instructors and students to employ 
every available resource, physical and technological, in a hybrid learning environment that supports varied learning strengths, 
maximizing results. The Architecture is the context, so sensitive understanding of the range of learning and teaching modes is 
required in an endeavor to reinforce the mission of the school providing the best outcomes in a progressively more challenging 
real world environment.


